
MINUTES 
CITY OF LONSDALE 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
APRIL 17, 2008 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 President Kuchinka called the meeting to order at 7:04 a.m. in the Council 

Chambers at 415 Central St. W. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   
 Pierskalla, Duban, Kuchinka, Lieske, Furrer and Dietz 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Smith 

 
STAFF PRESENT:    

City Administrator Joel Erickson 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Deanna Kuennen, Rice County EDA Director 
 

2.  AGENDA 
Kuchinka asked if anyone had an additions or deletions to the agenda.  Erickson said 
that Pierskalla had provided information that was sent out to members before the 
meeting and requested the MN Design Team be added to the agenda.  A motion was 
made by Duban and seconded by Lieske to approve the agenda with the addition.  
Vote for: Pierskalla, Duban, Kuchinka, Lieske, Furrer and Dietz.  Against: None Vote 
6-0.  Motion carried. 

 
3.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 20, 2008 REGULAR 

MEETING 
Kuchinka asked if anyone had any addition or deletions to the minutes.  A motion 
was made by Duban and seconded by Lieske to approve the minutes of March 20, 
2008 meeting.  Vote for: Pierskalla, Duban, Kuchinka, Lieske, Furrer and Dietz.  
Against: None Vote 6-0.  Motion carried. 
   

4.  APPROVAL OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT 
Erickson reviewed the March 2008 Treasurer’s report.  A motion was made by Lieske 
and seconded by Duban to approve the March 2008 Treasurer Report.  Vote for: 
Pierskalla, Duban, Kuchinka, Lieske, Furrer and Dietz.  Against: None Vote 6-0.  
Motion carried.  

  
5.  OLD BUSINESS 

a. Discuss EDA Sign Possibility – 4’ x 20’ LED Sign 
Kuchinka said he contacted a contractor regarding a quote for a base and 
installation.  He said for (2) four foot pillars, the cost would be $2,300.00 and for 
(2) six foot pillars, the cost would be $4,500.00.  He said to have the sign installed 
on the pillars it would be $500.00.  Kuchinka said he researched the cost of 
advertising on the sign and recommended a price similar to that of advertising in 
the paper.  Erickson said he would contact Doug Hughes of Steele Waseca to see 
if they could provide power for the sign free or at a reduced cost.  There was 
discussion in the location of the sign and sight triangles for motorists.  A motion 
was made by Duban and seconded by Furrer to table the topic until the next 
meeting.   
      

b. Review of City of Lonsdale Business Park Feasibility Study – M.D.G., Inc. 
Erickson said at the last meeting, the consultant who prepared the study was 
present and reviewed the entire study to the EDA.  He said what is enclosed in the 
packet is the final version of the study.   
 
 
 



c. Update on Proposed Business Park 
Erickson said since the last EDA meeting, Amcon has shown interest in the 
project.  He stated that Amcon is willing to take on various roles, depending on 
what the City wants.  He said that Amcon is likely to purchase the property and 
become the developer.  Erickson said this would be great because Amcon has the 
connections with business owners and real estate agents to sell the land.         
 

6.  NEW BUSINESS 
a. Deanna Kuennen – Rice County EDA Director 

Kuennen said the County EDA has been working on their website to make it more 
user friendly and to become a portal to the City’s websites for better access to 
economic development information.  She recommended that if anyone had any 
ideas to improve the site for them to call her.  Kuennen said they are currently 
working on creating an available land inventory list that will link to other County 
departments websites to provide up to date information on the property.  
Kuchinka asked if residential property was also included.  Kuennen said no.  
Dietz asked if people accessing the site could be tracked so the County knew who 
was looking at the site.  Kuennen said they have discussed that option but most 
people looking at the site do not want it to be known they are looking for a new 
site or on behalf of a client.  She said they are considering having a sign up for a 
newsletter.   
    

b. Update on April 18, 2008 Community Venture Network (CVN) Session 
Erickson and Kuennen provided a quick summary of the businesses presenting at 
the next CVN session.  Erickson reviewed the process of how a business shows 
interest in a community to getting short-listed by a business.  Furrer questioned if 
anyone is tracking what ends up happening after a business gives a presentation at 
a session and communities show interest in a business.  Kuennen provided an 
overview of the process. 
 

c.  Minnesota Design Team 
Pierskalla provided a summary of the Design Team to the EDA.  There was 
general discussion on the Design Team and what the EDA has previously done to 
address similar issues addressed by the Design Team.  Kuennen said her husband 
was involved in the Design Team’s recent visit to LeRoy, MN and reviewed the 
process used in LeRoy.  Pierskalla said he would look into it further.       
          

7.  OTHER BUSINESS 
a. None 
 

8.  ADJOURNMENT  
A motion was made by Furrer and seconded by Lieske to adjourn the meeting.  Vote 
for: Vote for:  Pierskalla, Duban, Kuchinka, Lieske, Furrer and Dietz.  Against: None 
Vote 6-0.  Motion carried.  The meeting ended at 8:26 a.m.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 

 
 
 
______________________________ 
Joel A. Erickson, City Administrator 
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