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to Minnesota Czech Country a perfect setting for a country excursion

MEMORIES PRESERVED

Driving the twelve mile stretch of
highway, between New Prague and
Lonsdale, Minnesota, you pass through
Minnesota Czech country. As you enter
Lonsdaie, glance to the right and a
distinct cupola, towering above a grove
of evergreens, will catch your eye. The
cupola straddles the roof ridge of what
once was an abandoned two story
school house, built in 1908. It had been
left to the pidgeons in 1946, when
elementary students began to attend
neighboring consolidated schools.
Despite 34 years of neglect the building
now stands in it's former beauty and
dignity.

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Reece of Edina,
Minnesota had purchased a farm in the
comimunity a few years before, and real-
ized that the old school house was of
real historic value. Mrs. Reece, with a
group of interested citizens, started to
work to save the two story school house
from being torn down.

A non-profit 3R (Reading, 'Riting,
‘Rithmatic) Landmark Corporation with
Mrs. Reece as president, was started on a
long arduous seven year program of
restoration. Through the efforts of Mrs.
Reece, the committee, and many par-
ticipants, the school was opened with a
meaningful re-dedication ceremony on
an October afternoon in 1986. The cor
poration wanted to save it mostly for its
historic beauty, but they aiso wanted to
retain the Cezch heritage that had
dominated the cultural life in this part
of Minnesota.

The idea of converting a historic public
school into a community building is
appropriate because public education
brought European immigrants into the
American mainstrearn. While it was per-
haps best known for its Czech heri
tage Mrs. Reece wanted its early Irish
heritage to be preserved also. with that in
mind Mrs. Reece purchased the former
Thomas Wilby house and restored it
beautifully. He was the first mayor of
Lonsdale. The Wilby House and the
School House are both open to tours.
They are also open during the summer
months, May-September on Saturday
and Sunday afternoons.

In the area is a 120 year old Norwegian
Lutheran Church, that had been in con-
tinuous use untill early 1988. It is being
kept up by the Trondhjem Preservation
Society.

A group of 3R Landmark women
started sewing and hand quilting one
quilt a year to raffle as support for the
school Ticketsare available in the school.
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Your Tour Includes:

& A Knowledgeable Guide

® A Pictoral History
® Antique Display

® Annual Raffle Quilt
® Gift Shop

® Free Parking

GROUPS WELCOME
Call (507) 744-2287
for appointment

OPEN SATURDAY and
SUNDAY AFTERNOON
DURING THE SUMMER
MAY thru SEPTEMBER

Listed on the National Registry of
Historic Sites

3R Landmark, Inc. is a grass roots
non-profit organization responsible for
restoring the Lonsdale School House.
This effort is financed by gifts from
individuals and businesses, donations,
an annual quilt raffle and gift shop.

" (Contributions Are Tax deductible)

We Thank You For Your Support

SEND DONATIONS TO:
3 R Landmark, Inc.
Box ABC
Lonsdale, MN 55046
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